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—  determining the CSA season  —
In the Kansas City area, there are several examples of CSA season utilized by farmers.
Full Growing Season
In Kansas City, the generally-recognized growing season is from mid-May through mid-October, or about 22 weeks.

Sessions
Some CSA farmers utilize more than one session of varying numbers of weeks during the growing season.  They might do this in order to provide themselves with mini-vacations, to alleviate potential member dissatisfaction during the times of the growing season when there is a lull in production, or to cater to CSA members who are just starting in CSA and don’t want to commit for the full season.  These shorter sessions can of course result in lower share prices per session, which can be seen as a cost savings for potential CSA members.  

Autumn/Winter CSAs
Some CSA farmers are extending their growing season and offering Autumn/Winter CSA shares.  These might go from the end of the Summer CSA through the end of the farm’s ability to produce food, or might continue providing root cellar produce until the root cellar is empty.  Some Autumn/Winter CSAs send out share invitations on a weekly basis, advising CSA members what’s available that week for a certain set share price, or they might try to guarantee a certain number of weeks, with anything beyond being a “bonus.”
Meat CSAs

Meat CSAs are unique in that they can more easily run year-round than produce CSAs, as the cuts of meat can be kept hard-frozen until ready to be distributed.  This might exclude eggs, however, as egg production tends to fall off as the days grow shorter and colder (unless artifically maintained).
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